May 2011 Region 5 Message

I’ve started my season of show management and I’m now spending a couple of hours each day processing entries. I am very exited to see everyone at the shows and various educational events and I’m proud of the many successes our Region 5 folks have had and will have this coming year! My goal this year is to get my new baby horse out to some sport horse shows and teach her about the world outside the pasture. I hope you’re all working towards your goals for the year and may you be successful in meeting those goals.  
The USDF Executive Board Spring Meeting is next week and it will be a great experience learning even more about what goes into the management of this great organization.  I’ve been reading my binder for the meeting and we have a lot of great topics up for discussion and decision. There will be a presentation on the National Championships, several upcoming USDF educational projects, approval of the 2012 Regional Championship sites, 2011 USDF Convention schedule discussions, and many other things covered. The June regional message will hopefully provide you with some great updates on many of these topics.
Many new rule changes have gone into effect this year, including some as recently as March, so please be sure to read up on your USEF rulebook and be knowledgeable.  The new helmet rule is a very important read. If you’re not showing, reading the rule book, especially the definitions of the gaits and movements, is a great educational tool.  The definitions for the movements have changed this year also.
We have 18 declared Junior/Young Riders for the 2011 FEI North American Junior and Young Rider Championships.  If you would like to contribute or help with their fundraising efforts, please contact Kathleen Donnelly, our Region 5 Jr/YR FEI coordinator at kathleendonnelly20@hotmail.com or 970-310-8729.
I have not heard from anyone regarding nominations for our 2011 Region Lifetime Achievement Award. This award was started in 2009 by our then Regional Director Theresa Hunt and recognizes folks who have made significant contributions to dressage in our region. If you have someone you feel has made a contribution to our dressage community, please send me their name and a brief nomination letter. We will award one or more recipients this year and we would love input from folks throughout the region. Please email me nominations at slush@drgw.net. Our previous winners are Barbara Stine and Dr. Rudolf Vlatten.  I would really love some help from our Region 5 members in determining who they feel is deserving.
Till next month!

Heather Petersen

Region 5 Director

